The WESTERNERS

Los Angeles Corral Roundup

Wednesday, July 9, 2025
Almansor Court - 700 South Almansor St, Alhambra, CA 91801
Social Hour at 5:00 PM, Dinner at 6:00 PM

Westerners offers an annual Fellowship and sponsors a scholar who has done work at the Autry research center.
The Autry and Westerners share a longtime relationship in common study of the West. The selected scholar also
generously does a talk to share a portion of their research.

“Knotts Berry Farm and Calico Ghost Town”

Skylar Masuda will share her research and fresh perspective on the Ghost Town at Knott’s Berry Farm, analyzing
how the amusement park engages in physical myth-making about the American West. In the 1880s, John C. King
grubstaked prospectors who had struck silver in the Mojave, contributing to the creation of Calico, California’s
iconic Silver Rush town. Years later, King’s nephew Walter Knott would set out to create his own Ghost Town,
one that borrowed the name and history of Calico. His project blurred the lines between real and imagined history
as what began as a modest roadside restaurant became a nationwide tourist attraction. Knott’s Ghost Town
represented a hybrid history, with real buildings living alongside new constructions by Art Director Paul Von
Klieben. Now, years of change to the park have shifted these relationships even more, as more recent rides and
performances offer experiential depictions of the 1800s to thousands of visitors every day.

Skylar is a 2025 research fellow at the Autry Museum of the American West, supported by a grant from the Los
Angeles Corral of Westerners International. She is an early career researcher, recently earning her B.A. in Classics
and Human-Centered Design at Pitzer College in Claremont, California. This year she completed a Fulbright
research fellowship in Turkey documenting museum exhibitions of recently repatriated artifacts. She also works
on archaeological excavations and field research in Italy.

Although she was raised in Maui, Hawaii, Skylar has always been passionate about Southern California history.
Her interest in experiential design directed her towards the story of Calico and Knott’s Berry Farm. She values the
American West as a way of understanding the reuse, recreation, and reception of history. She is interested in how
ancient and modern communities draw power from the past.



Menu Choices for 7/9/2025 are: Sliced Top Sirloin, or Baked Garlic Chicken, or Pasta Primavera
with Tomato Basil sauce. Please indicate your preference when you reserve your spot for the
next Roundup.

FREE WINE will again be offered to all attendees.

When you receive your order blank in the mail, please indicate your dinner choice and put your
check for $45.00 made out to Westerners, Los Angeles Corral, and mail it to: Michele Clark,
226 '> Beacon Ave., South Pasadena, CA 91030-1702.

Walk-in entrée choices will be limited to what is on hand. The “late price” is now $50.00.

Or you can pay via Paypal at www.lawesterners.org: go to the Members Only Tab,
then click on Roundup Store. Your password is oldjoe.

L.A. Corral Presentations for the Coming Year, 2025:

August 13 2025: Carla Bollinger, History of Chatsworth, California
September 10 2025: Laura Voisin George, Robert Owens, L.A.’s Black Pioneer
October 2025: Rendezvous, Location and Date TBA

November 12 2025: Brian Dervin Dillon, Lost in the ‘Sixties, Hippie San Francisco
December 10 2025: Abraham Hoffman, Another Look at the Llano del Rio Colony

Car-Pooling: Many of our older members no longer drive or find night-driving problematic.
Please reach out to those nearby and offer them a ride to our monthly Roundups...

First-Time Visitors: Please don’t hesitate to invite non-member friends to Roundups they might
find interesting...first-time visitors qualify for a special, reduced rate for their sponsors.


http://www.lawesterners.org/

