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Thursday, April 15, 2021, 10 AM to 11 AM 
In this 45-minute illustrated Zoom presentation, Brian Dervin Dillon will share practical advice on how to 
research historical topics, write them up, and get them published. Topic selection, oral history 
interviewing, illustration selection, text and figure layout, fine-tuning content and presentation, and 
editing the work of others will be discussed. The ins and outs of historical writing will be illuminated by 
examples published by Brian, his father, and his son. 

Brian Dervin Dillon, Ph.D., comes from one of the most productive families of California historians and 
archaeologists.  Four generations of Dillons have researched, written, and published Western American 
History and New World Archaeology over 90+ years. Brian’s grandfather was a career soldier who fought 
on four different continents in the infantry, cavalry, and artillery, then founded one of the earliest 
California Historical Societies. Brian’s father, Richard H. Dillon, was the most productive California 
Historian of all time, with more than two dozen full-length books and hundreds of historical articles, and 
more than a thousand book reviews published in dozens of scholarly journals, popular magazines, and 
leading newspapers. Brian himself was the youngest Ph.D. in archaeology at U.C. Berkeley since the 
founding of his department in 1901. He is a Phi Beta Kappa and Fulbright Fellow who has won numerous 
grants, fellowships, and awards for research and writing in both archaeology and history.  For almost 50 
years Brian has done archaeological and historical research in five different countries and in 46 of 
California’s 58 counties. He has published more than 200 articles, monographs, and books on history and 
prehistory.  Brian’s son John is the 3rd generation Dillon to graduate from U.C. Berkeley and to teach 
college-level history. For the past four years John Dillon has edited The Branding Iron, the quarterly 
publication of the Los Angeles Corral. John is also the only 3rd generation L.A. Corral member.  

How to Sign Up:  access the Conference of California Historical Societies Web Page at:  
http://www.californiahistorian.com/ Then, go to EVENTS, and click on rsvp for April 15, 2021.  
The CCHS will send you the FREE link to the program on April 14, 2021, one day before it airs. 
Or click on:      https://www.californiahistorian.com/ww_virtual_series_2021?recruiter_id=17179  
Problems?  Email Christine Esser cesser.cchs@gmail.com    
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INTRODUCTION

Nevada’s biggest jailbreak erupted on a 
quiet Sunday evening, the 17th of September 
1871. The subsequent manhunt moved 
southwards over the California state line 
until, exactly one week later, it climaxed in 
�ȱ���ȱ��Ĵ��ȱŗŚŖȱ�����ȱ����ȱ ����ȱ��ȱ�����ǯȱ

Shoot-Out at Convict Lake, 1871

Richard H. Dillon and Brian Dervin Dillon

This Lawman-Desperado episode, garbled 
����ȱ ���ȱ����ȱ ŗŚŝȱ¢����ȱ�¢ȱ�� �������ȱ���ȱ
Hollywood alike, gave the rugged eastern 
slope of the Sierra Nevada six new place 
names: Mount Morrison, Mono Jim Peak, 
Bloody Peak, Convict Creek, Convict Meadows, 
and Convict Lake.1
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escaped convicts, lawmen, and volunteers took place near here in September 1871. From then on it was known as 
Convict Lake. Undated photo by Mary Hill, from the R.H. Dillon photo archive.
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