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WESTERNERS RENDEZVOUS AND GATHER
Thursday Oct 10 – Friday Oct 11, 2019
in Canyon, Texas

Michael Grauer
Michael Grauer, McCasland Chair of Cowboy Culture/ Curator of Cowboy Collections and Western Art,
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Michael will be the
featured speaker during the onsite tour of Adobe Walls located about 75 miles northeast of Amarillo.
Michael will also present a program on the Red River Wars. All of this is part of our Westerners
Rendezvous and Gather, 2019.

PACK Y’ER BOOTS AND HAT AND JOIN THE WESTERN FUN!
Westerners International Home Ranch - Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum - 2503 4th Ave - Canyon, TX 79015 - phone 806 651-5247
http://westerners-international.org - westerners@mail.wtamu.edu
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PACK Y’ER BOOTS AND HAT AND JOIN THE WESTERN FUN!
Canyon was voted the #1 small town in the U.S. by Dish America in 2018. Have a look at our area!
www.visitcanyontx.com and www.visitamarillo.com
Canyon motels: Best Western, Holiday Inn, Buffalo Inn, Hudspeth House B&B
Amarillo I-40 motels, convenient for the 20-min drive to Canyon: Hilton Garden Inn, Homewood Suites by
Hilton, Drury Inn
Registration fee of $75 covers Thurs afternoon reception; Friday breakfast and lunch; history program on
Adobe Walls and Red River Wars; cocktails, BBQ, and wonderful concert on Friday night.
For info, contact WI Chairman, Bonney MacDonald: westerners@wtamu.edu

Visit beautiful Canyon, Texas

10-12 am
1-3 pm

5:30 pm
7:00 am

3:00 pm
3:30-5:15
5:30-9:00

THURSDAY, OCT 10
Board of Directors meeting. Lunch provided. Education Classroom, 1st [l,
Museum (in rear of building entrance at loading dock)
All members – Welcome Reception and Awards Ceremony, Education
Classroom, 1st [l Museum (in rear of building, entrance at loading dock)
Afternoon snacks and desserts provided
Education Room, 1st [l, Museum (in rear of building)
Dine around: Dinner at local restaurant
FRIDAY, OCT 11
Meet at United Bank Center parking lot. Bring your coffee! We’ll have breakfast burritos,
juice, and fruit all ready for you!
(4th Ave & 38th St, Canyon; just east of Canyon’s hotels)
Leave for Adobe Walls Battle Site on Turkey Track Ranch
Michael Grauer, presenter: Onsite History Program on Red River Wars and the Adobe Walls
battles at the battle site where it all took place.
Arrive back in Canyon
Tour museum; freshen up
Hazlewood Room, 2nd [l, Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum
Cocktails and BBQ dinner

News on 2020 and 2021 GATHERS!
THANK YOU TO PIKES PEAK WESTERNERS AND THE LA CORRAL!!
The Fall 2020 Gather will be hosted by the Pikes Peak Westerners in Colorado Springs, CO. and the 2021 Fall Gather will be
hosted by the Los Angeles Corral in Los Angeles, CA. We are tremendously grateful to these two organizations for their
Home plan
Ranch - Panhandle-Plains
Historical
Museum
- 2503 4th of
Ave -aCanyon,
TX 79015
phone 806 651-5247 Gather continues, and we
enthusiasm and look forwardWesterners
to allInternational
they will
for us. The
new
tradition
social
and-educational
- westerners@mail.wtamu.edu
know we will enjoy these wonderful venues andhttp://westerners-international.org
sites. Thank you to
Pikes Peak Westerners and to the LA Corral!!
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CHAIRMAN’S GREETING
After a rainy, windy and unusually unsettled spring, we are now
anticipating the good heat and green grass of early summer. I send
greetings to all of you in the corrals and posses across the country, hoping
that you are starting a good summer, with plans afoot for programs and
maybe plans for a good vacation, too.

WI Chairman, Bonney MacDonald
Photo by Rik Anderson,WTAMU

Here at the Home Ranch, we are now through the dues and tally-sheet
season and are looking forward to the awards process and – of course!! – to
the second annual Westerners’ Gather. As you’ll see from postings here in
the Buckskin Bulletin, and will know from previous correspondence
through your sheriffs, we are once again meeting in Canyon, Texas at the
Home Ranch. We have a very exciting program planned for this gettogether, with an onsite tour of Adobe Walls from Michael Grauer and a BBQ
and country music concert from Juni Fisher. Read all about it, as they say,
here in the Bulletin! We very much hope that you can join us for the
festivities and the camaraderie in the fall. Don’t hesitate to email us if you
have any questions at all.
In the meantime, enjoy the summer!
Happy Trails,

Bonney
REMINDER TO ALL SHERIFFS AND MEMBERS
The digital Buckskin Bulletin (PDF) is now emailed from the Home ranch to your Sheriﬀ and
Representative, and your Sheriﬀ or Corral Representative should be emailing it to all corral or posse
members. The Home Ranch is dependent on current email addresses of your oﬃcers, so we ask that
you keep your Corral information updated to the Home Ranch. Hopefully the Buckskin Bulletin is
getting distributed among your local membership. I would humbly request that you read your “BB” and
share it when you have the opportunity. Best wishes and thanks from your Buckskin Bulletin Ink Slinger,

Ken Pirtle, kenneth.pirtle@me.com
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JUNI FISHER CONCERT, FRIDAY
NIGHT OF THE GATHER!!

Y’all are in for a rare treat at this year’s Westerners Gather. Juni Fisher, award-winning songwriter,
entertainer, and writer will be performing a concert just for us during our Friday night banquet. Her
voice and lyrics will charm you and keep you humming a tune for days, and her stories will entertain
you and keep you close to the legends and histories of the West.
Juni was raised in a California farming family. She took part in 4H and FFA as a youngster, rode sale
pens and exercised show horses in her formative years, and sang in big-band orchestras for extra
money during school. After college she apprenticed with well-known cow-horse and bridle-horse
trainers, winning events as she rose up in the horse world and, eventually, in the cutting horse world.
She sang and played rhythm guitar in California and honed her skills with some of Nashville’s finest
songwriters. Her first album, “Tumbleweed Letters” came out in 1999 and has been followed by many
memorable and award-winning albums.
Juni is one of the nation’s top solo Western Music Performers. Her recognitions include 2006, 2009,
and 2011 Western Music Association Female Performer of the year; 2011 WMA Entertainer of the Year;
2013 WMA Song of the Year; 2008 Western Heritage Wrangler Award for Most Outstanding Traditional
Western Album; and 2012 and 2017 True West Magazine Best Solo Musician.
Juni Fisher tours the country full time, delighting audiences with her original songs, storytelling, and
guitar playing. “Juni Fisher’s luminous intensity ignites her writing and her performances,” notes one
journalist. “At the heart of her unique and complex artistry is her ability to bring alive …
unforgettable characters and images.” Or, as the famous cowboy poet Waddie Mitchell once put it,
“Juni Fisher is the best thing to happen to western music in a long time.”
When not touring, Juni rides and trains her beloved horses for cow-horse competitions. In 2012 she
won the prestigious National Reined Cowhorse Association Snaffle Bit Futurity and she continues her
riding career in NRCHA and other competitions.
Juni Fisher’s passion for the West, its legends, and its horses and cattle will leave you grinning,
tapping your foot,
andInternational
feelingHome
glad
over that
youMuseum
joined
us4thfor
the Gather.
We 806
know
you’ll love it!
Westerners
Ranchall
- Panhandle-Plains
Historical
- 2503
Ave - Canyon,
TX 79015 - phone
651-5247
http://westerners-international.org - westerners@mail.wtamu.edu
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Come join us for a grand time with fellow Westerners!
Enjoy a wonderful history program on the site of the Adobe Walls battlesite
Be part of a memorable concert from Juni Fisher, Western Music Assoc. Entertainer of the Year. Don’t
miss this 2019 Gather!!

REGISTRATION FORM
(Registration form and Gather information also
available on Westerners website)

WESTERNERS INTERNATIONAL RENDEZVOUS AND GATHER
HOME RANCH, CANYON, TEXAS
THURSDAY AFTERNOON, OCT 10 – FRIDAY NIGHT, OCT 11
NAME _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
TOWN _________________________________________________ STATE _______________________ ZIP ___________________
EMAIL ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER ______________________________________________________________________________
CORRAL/POSSE ____________________________________________________
CORRAL/POSSE TOWN __________________________________________ STATE __________________
The fee for the Gather is $75 per person, which covers the costs of Thurs afternoon snacks, Fri
breakfast and lunch; fabulous and expert history programs from Michael Grauer, and Saturday’s big
evening event – cocktails, dinner, and a memorable concert of music and story from award-winning Juni
Fisher. It’s gonna be fun!!
Please print and complete this form and then send it with your $75 check to:
Westerners Gather 2019
Westerners International
Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum
2503 4th Ave
Canyon, TX 79015
If you have questions, contact WI Chairman, Bonney MacDonald at westerners@wtamu.edu

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: AUGUST 1, 2019
LATE REGISTRATION AFTER AUGUST 1 - $85

Westerners International Home Ranch - Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum - 2503 4th Ave - Canyon, TX 79015 - phone 806 651-5247
http://westerners-international.org - westerners@mail.wtamu.edu
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Westerner
International Mercantile
from the

new item! a
Westerner sticker
for your car!

your store just got a little bigger with more
Westerner gear!

•
•
•

Westerner window sticker ……….. $2.00
Lapel pin with pin clasp ……………. $13.00
“Past Sheriff” lapel pin ……………… $13.00

•
•

Bolo Tie with leather band ………… $25.00
Lucite paper weight ………………… $17.00

•
•
•

T-Shirts/round or v-neck …………… $25.00
Polo Shirt …………………………………. $45.00
Bandanas ………………………………….. $7.00

•

Cap -adjustable size…………………… $30.00

lapel pin

past sheriff ’s pin pin

(Price includes free shipping!)
shirt sizes available in small, medium, large and extra large
If you would like to place an order or send payment, contact:

Delinda King, WI Secretary,
Westerners International, PanhandlePlains Historical Museum,
2503 4th Ave., Canyon, TX 79015

bolo tie

lucite paper weight

You can also email her at dlking@wtamu.edu or call the
office at 806-651-5247

tee shirt

Westerner cap

Polo shirt

Westerners International Home Ranch - Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum - 2503 4th Ave - Canyon, TX 79015 - phone 806 651-5247
http://westerners-international.org - westerners@mail.wtamu.edu

white v-neck

white bandana
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From the pages of Harpers weekly magazine, Dec. 1874

Westerners International Home Ranch - Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum - 2503 4th Ave - Canyon, TX 79015 - phone 806 651-5247
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Western History Association News
Thanks to Ma+ Despain for organizing the panel for the 2019 Western History Associa>on in Las Vegas!
Landscapes of Violence and Sacredness:
Na>ve Reclaiming and Reinterpreta>on of Historic and Hallowed Spaces
Ma#hew Despain, Rose State College (Chair)
Donald Fixico, Arizona State University (Commentator)
First Presenta>on:
"Shadows of Sand Creek: The Massacre As A Pivotal Moment in the American West"
Presenter: William Winslow Carroll, Aus>n Peay State University
Abstract: The Sand Creek Massacre was a momentarily brief a#ack perpetrated by Colorado miliGamen against Cheyenne and
Arapaho villagers with repercussions far beyond that fateful November morning. Sand Creek represents a turning point in the history
of the West as it brought an end to the Borderland society that had existed in Colorado and simultaneously laid the foundaGons for
Federal ReconstrucGon. Beginning with a brief overview of this society built by the Bent family, the presentaGon will observe
contemporary reacGons to news of the Massacre and how these reacGons became a template for Greater ReconstrucGon. All the
while placing these overviews into the context of the preexisGng historiography of both Borderlands and Greater ReconstrucGon.
Having achieved this, recommendaGons will be made on incorporaGng this perspecGve into the current interpreGve eﬀorts at the site
of the Massacre in order to widen both the scope and appreciaGon of the event for future visitors.
Second Presenta>on:
"Voices From the Dust: A Shoshone Perspec>ve of the Bear River Massacre"
Presenter: Darren Parry, dparry@arrowpoint.us; Tribal Chairman
Abstract: From shortly aPer the ﬁnal shot in 1864 to the present, the process of remembering and interpretaGon have been
inextricably linked to the landscape where the Bear River Massacre occurred. In 1932, the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers erected a
monument calling the massacre a "ba#le" and commemoraGng the acGons of soldiers and saints as heroic. This presentaGon
addresses this process of colonizing history and memory, of NaGve erasure, and recent eﬀorts of the Northwestern Band of the
Shoshone NaGon to reclaim more than 700 acres of hallowed ground and reinterpret the narraGve of the Massacre from Shoshone
perspecGves. Such reclaiming and rebalancing of history uGlizes the past in the process of forging new understandings and
relaGonships with hopes of reconciliaGons of NaGve with non-NaGve worlds.
Third Presenta>on:
Reclaiming and Decolonizing the Land: Modern Plains Tribe Consor>ums and Bear Bu+e
Presenter: Daryl Max Bear, mbear@c-a-tribes.org; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma
Abstract: Recent eﬀorts by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribe of Oklahoma, in partnership with other Northern Plains tribes, to
purchase lands near the sacred Bear Bu#e near Sturgis, South Dakota, is part of a grander indigenous eﬀort of decolonizing the past,
reclaiming and protecGng sacred lands, redeﬁning human relaGonships with such locaGon, and rebalancing the narraGve and place of
NaGve peoples in the West. This presentaGon explores the sacred signiﬁcance of Bear Bu#e to certain Plains tribes and the history
and process of regaining NaGve management of lands adjacent to it. The presentaGon also explores the diﬀering relaGonship and
interpretaGon of tribes, parGcularly the Southern Cheyenne, with such sacred landscapes as compared to landscapes associated with
colonial violence, deﬁned as hallowed, principally Sand Creek and the Washita Massacre sites.
Westerners International Home Ranch - Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum - 2503 4th Ave - Canyon, TX 79015 - phone 806 651-5247
http://westerners-international.org - westerners@mail.wtamu.edu
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CALL FOR CORRAL AND POSSE UPDATES
Please send us your notices and announcements on upcoming or past corral and posse programs
and events. We love to spread the good news to other corrals and posses about the activities of
their fellow Westerners!

DENVER POSSE OF WESTERNERS
Invite YOU to our 2019
SUMMER RENDEZVOUS
SATURDAY, AUG. 24, 3-5:30pm, SOCIAL HOUR 2 pm
Stromberg Picnic Shelter, Newton Park, South Foxton Road, Conifer CO
PROGRAM
“A Visit with President Theodore Roosevelt”
A 1st Person Presentation by Pike’s Peak Westerners Deputy Sheriff Don Moon
A Welcome by Shannon Dennison, Denver Mountain Parks Cultural Resources Administrator
Catered BBQ Meal by Smokehouse Grill, Littleton CO
Usual Procedure for Reservations by Denver Posse Members
Non Denver Posse Members MUST reserve by August 10 by email to:
Jsokolo102@aol.com AND by sending a check made out to Denver Posse of Westerners by
August 17 to: Joe Sokolowski, 2351 East Iowa Ave., Denver CO 80210 Cost is $30 per
individual.
May bring your own beer in cans only and/or boxed wine; NO HARD LIQUOR and NO GLASS
CONTAINERS (BOTTLES. GLASSES OR GLASS IN ANY OTHER FORMS).
Plenty of seating at picnic tables but you may bring your own table or chairs for your comfort.
Four precious raffle prizes of 2002
100th Anniversary Commemorative Talking “Teddy” Bears

Bob DeWitt of the Pikes Peak Posse of
Westerners, report that their Posse met at the
Penrose Heritage Museum to hear a historical
presentation on Carriages, Race Cars and
much more! by Sarah Rogers.
Also, the Pikes Peak Posse met in May to
hear a Historical Presentation, “A Treasure
Trove of Regional History…Right in our
Backyard! “by Brett Lobello. Their meeting was
held at the Colorado Springs Masonic Center in
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 80904

Stagecoach right, racer left from the
Penrose Heritage Museum located in
Colorado Springs, Colorado.

"Preserving our knowledge of the past is our obligation to future generations…”

When looking for Colorado History resources, contact DeWitt Enterprises
...Home of the "Secret Bookshop" for the best selection anywhere!
Generous Non-Profit and Trade discounts offered with Historical Research
Services as well as FREE book searches available.
For Book Related inquiries or to schedule a visit (and receive directions)...
Email Address: books@dewittenterprises.com

Westerners International Home Ranch - Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum - 2503 4th Ave - Canyon, TX 79015 - phone 806 651-5247
http://westerners-international.org - westerners@mail.wtamu.edu
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FROM THE

HOME RANCH

The Wilbarger
County Museum
Delinda King, WI secretary

Tribute to
music
legend Roy
Orbison

From the Oﬃce of the Secretary:
On a research quest for a friend, I took a short trip to Vernon, Texas, home of the Wilbarger County Museum. Opened four years ago
in what was once a jailhouse, the museum had been the dream of Preston Cary, the Curator/ExecuGve Director. Mr. Cary is a
delighgul host and a master of display. Each exhibit, ﬁlled with items Cary spent decades collecGng, tells a story in the history of
Vernon and Wilbarger County. You may visit with the intent to quickly run through each room, but the exquisite detail of Cary’s
arrangements lure you in for more than a cursory glance. My favorites were the Music Room which featured Roy Orbison, a naGve of
Vernon, and the grocery store, well-stocked with cans painstakingly supplied with labels collected by Cary. I also felt profoundly
humbled upon hearing the tale of Harvey Dean and the li#le tamale cart which helped him send three children to college. If you are
ever in the area, I encourage you to stop in and say hello. Tell him the lady on the Harley sent you!
All across America, there are li#le places like the Wilbarger County Museum. These spaces of history are oPen built upon the
dreams of a single collector operaGng without beneﬁt of big budgets or adverGsing. If there is such a place near your corral, even if
it’s oﬀ the beaten path, please email a short descripGon, locaGon, and photograph, if possible, to kenneth.pirtle@me.com, so we
can add it to a future ediGon of the Buckskin BulleGn.

CORRAL NEWS
The Los Angeles Corral held their annual Fandango at Rancho Los Cerritos in Long Beach, California on June 15th. Westerners
enjoyed music, dinner and an art and book sale.
Klaus & Marie Krizanovic, Co-Sheriffs of the Fort Collins Corral announce that their May gathering heard a program on “The Days After Colorado’s
Darkest Day: An Archaeological Investigation into the Battle of Julesburg (January - February 1865)” Presented By Ray Sumner .
On June 15th, the Fort Collins Corral held a picnic at the Krizanovic’s home.
The Huntington Westerners (California) met on June 1st for a lunch meeting to hear an interesting story about “Glenn Dawson: Mountaineer and
Bookman” by Dr. Elizabeth Pomeroy. Dr. Pomeroy is a former professor of English, on the staff of the Huntington Library, a California historian and active
in the Pasadena Historical Society. (please see the Book News on page 17 for information on how to order Dr. Pomeroy’s new book on this subject)

Westerners International Home Ranch - Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum - 2503 4th Ave - Canyon, TX 79015 - phone 806 651-5247
http://westerners-international.org - westerners@mail.wtamu.edu
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Jim Jennings

member of the Palo Duro Corral (Amarillo, Texas)
of Westerners International, inducted into the

American Quarter Horse Hall of Fame
Jim is the former Executive Director of Publications for the
American Quarter Horse Association, and with millions of photos
and thousands of articles, Jim spent his career documenting the
history of the American Quarter Horse. From world champions to
working cowboys, he weaved their tales into entertaining
documentaries that retained each individual’s unique and special
place in AQHA’s past. Hired in the fall of 1971 as associate editor of
The Quarter Horse Journal, Jim advanced through the ranks of the
Journal as editor, then editor-in-chief, and eventually executive
director of publications, overseeing the entire publications
department. Under his leadership, two new magazines were
introduced. The Quarter Racing Journal focused on the racing
industry and was first published in January 1988. A decade later,
America’s Horse debuted as a magazine dedicated to the everyday
AQHA member.
Just three years into his career at AQHA, Jim was presented a Wrangler Award, which is equivalent to an
Academy Award for Western art, literature and movies, by the National Cowboy Hall of Fame & Western Heritage
Museum. He earned the honor for the Journal article “George Humphreys, A Half Century with the 6666.”
Opportunities to capture the essence of the American Quarter Horse led him across the globe and from one
end of the country to another, including Pennsylvania Avenue in 1981. There, Jim represented AQHA at President
Ronald Reagan’s inauguration, organizing and documenting the Quarter Horses in the president’s horse parade.
He has written four books, including two for the Association. Published in 2006, “Best Remudas” chronicled
the first 15 recipients of the AQHA Best Remuda Award. Stellar photography and stories earned the book multiple
honors. In 2014, he wrote “They Still Ride Good Horses,” detailing the Association’s history of the most recent 25
years.
Under his direction for 37 years, AQHA publications received hundreds of awards for journalism excellence.
Jim was honored by his peers in the publishing community with induction into the Livestock Publications Council
Hall of Fame and by American Horse Publications with its Champion Award. He retired in 2008, but continues to
write, including award-winning scripts for "Red Steagall is Somewhere West of Wall Street" on RFD-TV. He has
received three other Wrangler Awards for his work on that show.
Jim and his wife Mavis live in Amarillo.

Sheriff Sara McKee of the Llano Estacado Corral, Lubbock, TX shares the news that Corral member Marian Ann
Montgomery, Ph.D., (photo right) curator of Clothing and Textiles at the Museum of Texas Tech University, has been
named the Bybee Scholar for 2019. Dr. Montgomery has been featured in the current issue of “M”, the Magazine of the
Museum of Texas Tech University. In this same issue, Dr. Montgomery has contributed a fascinating article about the use of
decorative flour sacks, primarily from the 1920-1940’s, and how they were well utilized in a second life by creative quilters
and dress makers at a time when money and goods was scarce.

Westerners International Home Ranch - Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum - 2503 4th Ave - Canyon, TX 79015 - phone 806 651-5247
http://westerners-international.org - westerners@mail.wtamu.edu
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Jim Jennings grew up in Sweetwater,Texas and graduated from Texas A&M University. Jim and his wife Mavis reside in Amarillo,Texas. He is a
member of the Palo Duro Corral and serves the Corral as Keeper of the Chips. Jim is a renowned western writer and a long-time western historian.
Jim is retired as Executive Director of Publications for the American Quarter Horse Association and continues to write and is currently writing the
scripts for Red Steagall’s television show “Somewhere West of Wall Street.”

Knife
History

flint stone knife

by Jim Jennings, Palo Duro Corral
Everybody my age or older, and even some a lot
younger, grew up carrying a pocket knife. As kids, we always
had a knife in our pocket, and it didn’t matter where we
were. It’s just something you did, and we didn’t just carry
them, we used them. My friends and I were always whittling
on a piece of wood, or working on something that required
us to reach into our pocket to get our knife. With the knife I
carried in elementary school, I carved out many a wooden
sword from slats off an old orange crate, and used it to do
battle with some imaginary enemy. I’ll bet that a lot of you
did too.
I still carry a pocket knife. And the most frustrating
thing for me is to have to remember to take it out of my
pocket and leave it at home before I board an airplane.
Then, when I get to wherever I’m going, I don’t have it and
invariably, sooner or later, I’ll need it for something.
But knives have always been part of life. As a matter
of fact, knives are considered to be one of the most
important pieces of technology ever invented, probably
even more important than the wheel. As a vital tool for
survival, combat, construction and food preparation, the
knife quickly became the most basic tool from which all
others were born.
The [irst knife, which was really just an edged tool,
was almost certainly made by cracking apart a round rock.
Then the sharp edge of the piece that was created was used
to process food of some kind, maybe to skin some wild
animal. According to archeologists, the [irst edged tools like
this were used about two-and-a half million years ago.
For 99 percent of human history, our only tools
were stone tools, and that included the [lint hide scrapers
and arrow heads that were used by the Indians in this
country and with which we’re more familiar. But, of course,
stone tools got better and better through the years. Double
bladed stone knives were really popular, and usually their
wooden or stone hilts were decorated with animal skins and
feathers. Those knives represented a great deal of pride for
the warriors and elders who owned them, and the tradition
of decorating their knives continued to be practiced with the

arrival of
the Bronze
Age.
Stone tools
gave way to the Bronze Age
when the appearance of metallurgy
brought
the ability to create knives from metal. Knives from bronze
did not provide durability over longer periods of time since
they were so soft they were easily dulled. However, their
sharpness and slim design proved to be superior to any
stone knife tool. By 1200 BC, bronze had replaced all stone
tools in the more advanced areas of the world. Then, about
3,500 years ago, the Bronze Age gave way to the Iron Age,
and the iron knife was a huge improvement over the bronze
knife. The iron knife was harder and held its shape and edge
much better. Then the iron knife gave way to the steel knife
about 200 BC, and we had a better tool yet. During the times
of Medieval Europe, steel metallurgy managed to evolve
knives from small, single or double-bladed edges to larger
sizes, and then we had swords, spears and axes.
Of course, knives were our earliest eating utensil,
and even with all the advancements of the Bronze and Iron
ages, knives as eating utensils continued to be used.
Although forks were invented probably around the 4th
century, even as late as the 15th century, many people used
knives to eat with. Some people carried personal knives
intended for double use -- both eating and defending against
threats.
Knives have changed very little since the advent of
the steel blade, although, of course, the quality of steel has
gotten better through the years. But the next biggest
innovation associated with knives was the invention of the
folding knife, or the pocket knife. The oldest pocket knife
ever discovered dates back to around 600-500 BC. It was
found in Hallstatt, Austria, and featured a single blade with a
bone handle.
Romans were the next group to really use the
pocket knife as a tool. Those knives didn’t have locks or
springs, but rather used friction to stay closed and required

Westerners International Home Ranch - Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum - 2503 4th Ave - Canyon, TX 79015 - phone 806 651-5247
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pressure from the hand or thumb to stay open. The
Romans even invented their own Swiss Army-type knife
that included a spoon, blade, spike, fork, spatula, and pick.
Most of those likely belonged to wealthy travelers.
Many folding knives have been found from the
Viking era, which was about 1,200 years ago. Most of them
were clasp knives that used a catch to hold the blade open.
A clasp knife is one that’s de[ined as where the
blade folds back into the handle, and the clasp knife dates
back to the Roman era. One of the earliest was the pistol
grip clasp knife. Most of these were considered to be
[ighting knives.
In about 1660, the slip joint knife was created.
This is the most common type of pocket knife we have
today. With the slip joint, the opened blade does not lock,
but is held in place by a spring-like device that allows the
blade to fold back into the handle once enough pressure is
applied. When the Industrial Age hit, mass production of
these knives became more feasible and they grew in
popularity.
Another type of pocket knife is the lockback,
which has a pivoted latch af[ixed to a spring. The blade is
closed by pushing down on the latch, which is usually on
top of the handle.
And there is the linerlock, which is a folding knife
with a side-spring lock that can be opened and closed with
one hand. This is the type of knife that many ropers carry
in their pockets so they can open the knife quickly with
one hand and cut a rope in case of an emergency. Most of
these are what is known as assisted-opening knives. A
spring propels the blade once the user has moved it past a
certain angle. Most assisted openers have either a small
stud or a hole in the top of the blade so the user can use
his thumb as the opening mechanism. Almost half of the
cutting edge on most of those that ropers use is serrated
so that it cuts rope easier.
A sliding knife is a knife that can be opened by
sliding the knife blade out the front of the handle. Usually
the blade exits point-[irst and then is locked into place.
There is also the out-the-front switchblade, which only
requires the push of a button or spring to cause the blade
to slide out of the handle and lock into place. To retract the
blade back into the handle, a release lever or button,
usually the same one that opened it, is pressed. A very
common form of sliding knife is the sliding utility knife,
which is commonly known as a box cutter.
Then there is the regular switchblade, which is a
knife with a folding blade that springs sideways out of the
grip or handle when a button on the grip is pressed. These
are illegal in some areas.
Now, we can’t leave out the famous Bowie knife,
which obviously derives its name and reputation from Jim
Bowie, a notorious knife [ighter who died at the Alamo in

San Antonio, Texas, in 1836, [ighting for Texas’ freedom
against Mexico. Bowie designed the knife in 1830, but
through the years, the Bowie knife has come to
incorporate several recognizable and characteristic design
features. In common usage, the term Bowie knife refers to
any large sheath knife with a cross guard and what is
known as a clip point at the top of the blade. The clip point
brings the tip of the blade lower than the spine and in line
with the handle for better control during thrusting attacks.
Most Bowie knives have the thinned false edge of the clip
sharpened to form a second cutting edge.
Over the years many knives have been called
Bowie knives and the name has almost become a generic
term for any large sheath knife. Knife blades can be
manufactured from a variety of materials, and there are
advantages and disadvantages to each one of them. Knife
blades made from carbon steel, which is an alloy of iron
and carbon, will hold a sharper edge for a longer period of
time than most other knives. And carbon steel knife blades
can be honed to a razor edge, unlike many stainless steel
knives. But the trade-off for sharpness and edge durability
in a carbon steel knife is the lack of corrosion resistance. It
will rust and discolor over time if it is not kept clean and
oiled. And even with proper oiling a carbon steel knife will
darken as the carbon in the steel migrates toward the
surface. This is called seasoning. But after a knife is fully
seasoned it will not rust or corrode nearly as easily.
Stainless steel is an alloy of iron, chromium,
nickel, and molybdenum, with only a small amount of
carbon. It doesn’t take quite as sharp of an edge as carbon
steel, but is highly resistant to corrosion. High-carbon
stainless steel is stainless steel that has a higher amount of
carbon. It incorporates the better attributes of both
carbon steel and stainless steel. High-carbon stainless
steel blades do not discolor or stain, and they maintain a
sharp edge.
Knife blade edges can be plain or serrated, or a
combination of both. Single-edged knives may have a
reverse edge or false edge on a section of the spine, and
these edges are usually serrated.
So, the next time you take that knife out of your
pocket, think about its history and how valuable a tool it
was and still is.
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Dr. Robert J. Chandler, 1942-2019:

Now Chasing the Setting Sun

Dr. Bob Chandler was the ultimate Westerner. Bob served as the Sheriff of the San
Francisco Corral five times and he had, in recent years, joined the Los Angeles
Corral as well. At the 2018 Westerner Gather in Canyon, Texas Chandler was
accorded Westerners International’s greatest honor when he was proclaimed a
Living Legend. Dr. Chandler was a historian, researcher, and prolific writer.
His professional career spanned 40 years and he won awards and honors in
almost every one of his professional and academic pursuits.
Bob is survived by his wife Sue.
Dr. Brian Dillon, Sheriff of the Los Angeles Corral was a close friend of Bob’s.
Brian has written a wonderful tribute to Dr. Chandler. Please see more on the
life of this noble Westerner on pages 17-19.

Dr. Robert Chandler receiving his 5th Westerners International Coke Wood First Place Award
for historical writing from Dr. Bonney MacDonald,WI Chair, in Texas, September 2018.

Dwight W. Huber, long time member of the Palo Duro Corral, Amarillo, TX.,died on
May 24, 2019 at the age of 74.
A native of Amarillo, Texas, Dwight graduated from Tascosa High School and Texas
Tech University. He graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in English and received a
Master’s degree from West Texas State University. His love of teaching and
literature started at a very young age when his mother, also a teacher, taught him
to read at the age of three. Dwight served as Professor of English and Chairman of
the English Department at Amarillo College.
He loved the study of the American West and was a longtime member of
Westerners International. He made a mark in the Western Collectibles World. You
may have even encountered him in Lonesome Dove as the “Spur Collector from
the Valley”.
He was fond of trading collectibles and making “deals”. He had a keen eye for
Western Collectibles and antiques. He was well known for his spur and boot
collection which also made an appearance at the Panhandle Plains Historical
Museum.
Dwight is survived by his wife, Linda, who he married 21 years ago.
“Until we meet again, may the good Lord take a liking to you” - Roy Rogers
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Upcoming Events at the
Panhandle Plains
Historical Museum,
Canyon, Texas

Texas vs. Kansas City BBQ Showdown
July 20, 2019
5:00 PM - 8:30 PM
PPHM East Lawn
This BBQ cook-off is more than “meats” the eye. Kansas City barbeque will throw down against
Texas style BBQ in this delicious twelve team cook-off. Teams will prepare food for our three celebrity
judges while competition in a People’s Choice competition. It will be one delicious event that you do
not want to miss. Enjoy a live DJ, all you can eat BBQ and beverages sponsored by Plains Dairy and
Budweiser.
Tickets are only available for the first 200 people and are available here for $25 online(by Friday at
noon) or $40 at the door while tickets last.
COUNTRY MUSIC BY KEN BURNS WITH PANHANDLE PBS
Aug 06, 2019
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Hazlewood Lecture Hall
FIlm screenings
Panhandle PBS will host a preview screening of Ken Burns’ anticipated new documentary series
Country Music, which charts the genre’s evolution from its beginnings as “hillbilly music” through the
Nashville neo-traditionalists of the 1990s. The eight-part series will premiere in September. The
screening event also will include a capsule exhibition of country music material from PanhandlePlains Historical Museum’s archives. Event is free and refreshments will be served.

The Home Ranch is proud of its af[iliation with the
Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum in Canyon,
Texas. PPHM is the largest historical
museum in Texas. For current and
upcoming exhibitions, lectures, and
special events please check the
museum’s web page at:
http:www.panhandleplains.org
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BOOK &OF PUBLICATION
NEWS
INTEREST TO WESTERNERS

The Smoke Signal
is the internationally renowned magazine, published by the Tucson Corral that offers both professors & history buffs a place to present new scholarship
about the history of our Southwest region.
Purchase Information
Most issues are $10 per copy with some exceptions.
To place an order please contact us to receive a quote on the price of the issues you'd like to order and shipping costs.
Contact Information:
Publication Sales: James Klein, MD or Gowher Jamshedi: (520) 795-9484, rrjgrj@aol.com
Make all checks payable to: Tucson Corral of the Westerners and mail checks to:
Tucson Corral of the Westerners P.O.Box 40744 Tucson, Arizona 85717-7044
Don't forget: For just US$ 25.00 per year you can become a member of the Tucson Corral of the Westerners. Your membership includes an annual
subscription to new issues of the internationally renowned "The Smoke Signal".
For the complete list of publications, please go to
http://tucsoncorralwesterners.com/index.php/about-us/smoke-signal/smoke-signal-2/

Thanks to the English Westerner’s Society,
London, for sharing THE BRAND
BOOK, Spring, 2019. Feature story is
about “Sheriff Thomas Cody, A Man to

The Home Ranch was pleased to
receive a copy of The Tally Sheet,
Spring 2019. Included are interesting
stories about Geronimo and the Palo
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OF INTEREST TO WESTERNERS

INTERWOVEN LIVES
Indigenous Mothers of Salish Coast Communities

Candace Wellman
$27.95
In this companion work to Peace Weavers, her previous book on Puget Sound’s
cross-cultural marriages, award-winning author Candace Wellman depicts the lives
of four additional intermarried indigenous women who influenced mid-1800s
settlement in the Bellingham Bay area. She describes each wife’s native culture,
details ancestral history and traits for both spouses, and traces descendants’
destinies, highlighting the families’ contributions to new communities.
Illustrations / maps / notes / bibliography / index
Washington State University Press, PO Box 645910, Pullman, WA 99164-5910
wsupress.wsu.edu

Written by a Westerner, about a Westerner
Glen Dawson: Mountaineer and Bookman by Elizabeth Pomeroy
Glen Dawson was one of the founders of the Los Angeles Corral of Westerners,
when he and two other historians met at Glen's book shop (the renowned Dawson's
Book Shop in Los Angeles) in 1946.
Glen was Sheriff of the L.A. Corral in 1959. In 1982, he wrote in a talk to the Corral:
". . . I have belonged to 40 historical societies, friends of libraries, and Westerners
organizations, but none has meant so much to me as the Los Angeles Corral of the
Westerners."
The book details his many contributions to Westerners' activities and goals. In 2003, Westerners International
named Glen a Living Legend.
Many Westerners knew and admired Glen. This book was written by a member of the Los Angeles Corral, and
produced in a beautiful book format by another member of the Los Angeles Corral, Charles Allen. A fitting tribute to
a Living Legend.
order at: sagest.com/glen-dawsonSagest… bespoke books, 131 N. San Gabriel Bl., #108, Pasadena, CA
91107

If you’ve read a particularly fascinating book that you think might be of interest to other Westerners, please share it with your
Buckskin Bulletin inkslinger at: kenneth.pirtle@me.com so I can add it to the Book News section of the next BB.
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Dr. Robert J. Chandler, 1942-2019: Now Chasing the Setting Sun
by Brian Dervin Dillon, Ph.D.
Robert Chandler was an Army brat, born in Utah, much of whose childhood was spent in Hawaii. His father was a
career soldier, a “mainland Haole” who met his mother, the daughter of Portuguese immigrants, on Oahu during a
1930’s posting. Bob attended Punahou High School in Honolulu, then, later, Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana,
and finally the University of California, Riverside, where he earned his Ph.D. in History. Dr. Chandler’s professional
career spanned almost exactly 40 years, and it is easier to list the very few awards and honors he was not given, and
the scholarly and fraternal organizations he did not belong to, than the reverse.
Bob was the Sheriff of the San Francisco Corral of the Westerners five times, and, during a moment of weakness, let
himself be persuaded to also join the Los Angeles Corral. In 2018 Dr. Chandler was accorded Westerners
International’s greatest honor when he was proclaimed a Living Legend. Bob was also a most enthusiastic clamper, the
X-Noble Grand Humbug of Yerba Buena #1, the Mother Lodge, of E Clampus Vitus. He was also a member of the
Council of the Friends of the Bancroft Library; the board of directors of the San Ramon Valley Museum; past president
of the Western Cover [Philatelic] Society; past president of the Book Club of California; and a member of the bibliophilic
Roxburghe Club of San Francisco. He was even an honorary Kentucky Colonel. From his 1978 UC Riverside
dissertation on The Press and Civil Liberties in California During the Civil War and during and after his 32 years as
Senior Research Historian for Wells Fargo Bank at its San Francisco headquarters, he wrote more than 60 articles on
California and Western American topics in a great many different scholarly journals. Robert Chandler was a mainstay of
the California Territorial Quarterly, and helped guide its progress through a quarter-century of high-quality historical
publication. Bob was also the author of a half-dozen full-length books running the gamut from university-level
introductory texts to beautifully-illustrated biographies.
Bob was an historian’s historian, a dogged and imaginative researcher, a talented and compelling lecturer, and a
tireless, effective, and prize-winning writer (Figure 1). His interests were varied, encompassing not just the economic,
political, and military kinds of “macro” history commonly encountered amongst academics, but also a wide range of
“micro” historical topics: numismatics, banking, stage-coaching, ethnic minorities, international postal history, and
California during the Civil War to name just a few. And, no single person was better-informed than Bob on the history of
California’s shining jewel, his adoptive city, San Francisco.
Chandler was a powerhouse, always hitting on all eight cylinders throughout his long and productive life. Besides his
spectacular gifts as an historian, where he was truly the roundest peg in the roundest hole, Bob was immensely
generous, outgoing, and likeable. He was always ready to share ideas with you and to make intelligent suggestions for
the improvement of your own writing. And, since he was a seeker of the truth, he never hesitated to ask questions,
even embarrassing ones.
The doors to Bob’s mind were wide-open all the time. Bob was the first to tell you he didn’t know everything, and was
thrilled when others could expand his knowledge into previously uncharted territory. A few years ago, after correcting
firearms and ammunition errors typical of “chairborne” historians that kept creeping into Bob’s drafts on the American
West, I told him that a single day out in the California Desert shooting “Old West” guns would resolve any lingering
uncertainties about ballistic possibilities and impossibilities.
And one fine day I did indeed teach Bob to shoot, so that he could accept or reject dubious historical claims of derringdo from a position of knowledge, rather than Ivory-Tower ignorance. All three “firearms flavors” were on the menu for a
whole day of Remedial Redneck Studies: pistols (.44-40 and .45 Long Colt), rifles (.30-30 and .45-70) and shotguns
(12 gauge). At first, the safest place on the range was actually behind the target, but Bob responded well to instruction,
and by the end of the day he was getting on paper and occasionally in the bullseye. He was, however, as the saying
goes, “shooting like a Republican:” jerking the trigger a tad too much, and pulling his shots to the right (Figure 2).
My own family has shot cannons as a means of celebrating Christmas for the past 110 years. The tradition began with
12-inch coastal guns at the San Francisco Presidio and the Marin Forts, and then, in civilian contexts, it moved on to a
Winchester Model 1898 signal cannon given to my grandfather by the San Francisco Yacht Club 90 years ago. We fired
it from our Sausalito front porch on Christmas, New Years, the 4th of July and, of course, on St. Patrick’s Day.
Unfortunately, as an ever-growing flood of transplanted Easterners increasingly objected to this proud old California
tradition (the newcomer’s negativity fueled, we were told, by miniature poodle neuroses), we shifted it from urban to
rural contexts. We continued to commemorate Christmas with black powder, itself invented by my own Chinese
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relatives-by-marriage over 1,000 years ago as a religious sacrament. I sincerely believe that every time we triggered off a
small artillery round at Christmas, we were “sending a prayer downrange.”
Since great minds think alike, we were not surprised to find that Bob Chandler also was a fan of miniature cannons. He

Figure 3: Dr. Robert Chandler (left) sends “a black powder
prayer” downrange with our signal cannon, a Model 1898
Winchester 10 Gauge breechloader, late in 2018 with two of
us three Dillon brothers, Brian (center) and Dave (right). By
this time Bob was using a walker that doubled as a wheelchair.
Peter Llama photo.
Figure 1 (Left): Dr. Robert Chandler receiving his 5th Westerners International Coke Wood First Place Award for historical writing from Dr.
Bonney MacDonald,WI Chair, in Texas, September 2018. Ross Dillon photo. Figure 2 (Center): Bob Chandler “back at school” with my
1894 Winchester during a practical tutorial on “Old West” guns, ammunition, and ballistics out in the California Desert. Brian Dillon photo,

had more than a few in his own office, including a recent bronze reproduction of a late 15th century culverin of Portuguese
design, a stellar example of his own maternal heritage. Bob was delighted to find that we Dillons actually shot our cannon,
and was reminded of his “firecracker-rich” environment as a child in Hawaii, where most holidays were accompanied by
black powder symphonies. He begged to join us in our annual Christmas cannonade/serenade. Unfortunately, for the
longest time we couldn’t find a place to let fly in Bob’s neck of the woods: this was the result of the comparatively high
ratio of miniature poodle owners in the East Bay to the very low percentage of 5th generation Californians like us Dillons.
But we persevered, and finally found a poodle-free location not too far from the Hacienda Chandler. Thanks to the
kindness of a sympathetic shotgun range administration, we were able to put the lanyard of the Dillon family signal cannon
in Bob’s hands late in 2018 (Figure 3). Blowing off our hand-loaded black powder salute charges made our day, and as
Chandler told us enthusiastically, it was a high point of his own year, the most challenging and daunting year of what had
hitherto been a long and happy life.
Unlike his less skilled or perhaps overly paranoid peers, Dr. Chandler had no pretense and was the least pompous smart
man you could ever hope to meet. Although he had strong opinions about right and wrong, and deplored shortcuts or
detours along the road to historical accuracy, Bob Chandler didn’t have a mean bone in his body. Bob possessed that
sixth sense so rarely found amongst historians, and, for that matter, amongst academics as a human sub-species: this
was, of course, Bob’s unique sense of humor. Chandler was the only distinguished scholar who could wear a propeller
beanie to the most straight-laced meeting and pull it off. Or, in his alternate persona as Emperor Norton, could mimic that
beloved eccentric so convincingly that one might mistake him as a cartoon character. Eventually, truth always being
weirder than fiction here in California, Bob Chandler as Emperor Norton actually did end up in the local funny pages.
Robert Chandler was a devoted husband and father, and immensely proud of, and thankful for, his loving and patient
family. So now all of Bob’s legions of fans must thank his long-suffering wife Sue and his kids for loaning him to us so
often for so many years. We hope and pray that they can accept our most profound apologies for taking him away from
home so much, and for distracting him from his husbandly and fatherly duties for so many decades. Chandler at home
reveled in pleasures unsuspected by his professional peers who only knew him through his writing and lecturing: he loved
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flowers, birds, and many elements of nature mostly lacking in the big city. Bob and Sue and their children turned their
home into an oasis of beauty, one that sustained their love for one another and facilitated Chandler’s daily writing.
Seeing Bob in his natural environment–his cathedral-like home office–was always a treat. While writing he had not one,
but two computers going, side-by-side. One for him, he would quip, but the other was a decoy for the cat asleep on its
keyboard. This duality also mirrored the architectural layout of his sanctum sanctorum, for to get to his inner office, so
crammed full of books and historical artifacts that it would have put many a small library or museum to shame, you first
had to navigate through an even larger outer office. This anteroom again featured floor-to-ceiling bookshelves, an entire
wall of hardwood filing cabinets, and historical items ranging from Bob’s miniature stagecoach collection to San
Francisco Chinatown herbalist’s shop signs.
Bob entered the ring and fought two successive bouts against Cancer. He whipped it in a fair fight the first time around,
to universal applause. But he fared less well during the big re-match some years later. Cancer now had him on the
ropes, and it was clear to all, Bob himself first and foremost, that this second time around he would not leave the ring
victorious. But Chandler fought to the last, proving wrong the army of doctors that were constantly poking, prodding,
scanning, irradiating and transfusing him. At the beginning of 2018 the medicos were only giving him “a few months.”
Then, when he made liars out of them, they gave him only “til the end of the year.” But Bob had the last laugh on the
sawbones, making it almost to St. Patrick’s Day, 2019, when his spirit finally left his battered body, and headed west to
chase the setting sun.
A tremendous double-whammy came in November, 2018. Bob was noticeably failing, and now bedridden most of the
time. Then came the devastating Butte County Camp Fire. This massive conflagration burned up the town of Paradise,
home to one of Chandler’s (and my own) favorite journals, the California Territorial Quarterly. Sadly, one of the most
remarkable California historical publication series of all time became a casualty of the fire. What promised to be Bob’s
final scholarly paper, on Grafton Tyler Brown, California’s uniquely talented 19th Century Afro-American artist and
lithographer, was quite literally “on the drawing board” at the CTQ when the town went up in flames. So my son John,
the editor of the Los Angeles Corral of the Westerners quarterly Branding Iron stepped in, and Bob’s paper arose,
phoenix-like, from the ashes of Paradise. It was given new life 500+ miles to the south as the lead article of the Winter,
2019, Branding Iron. An honor only dreamed of by most writers was conferred upon Dr. Robert Chandler on March 13,
2019: his final publication was distributed to his friends and fellow Westerners on the very day that he died. No better
sendoff for any author could be imagined.
Bob’s ashes were spread by a select group of family and friends on the waters of his beloved San Francisco Bay. As
they comingled with the waves and moved out past the Potato Patch into the broad Pacific, they joined those of my own
Mother and Father. In that most magnificent Ocean of our Planet, all three friends are now at rest. A week later, a
wonderful memorial celebration was held at Bob’s place, attended by dozens of his family, friends, and admirers.
Prominent amongst the latter were members of the Book Club of California, representatives of the Bancroft Library, and
of E Clampus Vitus and Westerners International. Paeans to our missing comrade were heartfelt if not always, at least in
the case of the ECV, reflective of strict sobriety. And then, a few days later still, Bob’s final tribute took the form, not of
cannon fire, but as a 21-gun salute rendered by my own Boy Scout Troop, an honor extended to all Living Legends of
Westerners International when they leave us for their final roundup.
For more than thirty years Bob Chandler was a great friend of my late father’s, long before I came to know him. We
became Internet buddies at my dad’s urging, and continued in this capacity for many years before I ever met Bob faceto-face. Once we did, we became best friends. Bob called me his brother, and meant it. And I loved him right back as if
we were indeed brothers, separated at birth, but miraculously reunited later in life. Bob’s passing leaves a great hole in
my heart and in my life. But amidst all of the sadness and pain occasioned by the end of his corporeal existence we still,
nevertheless, have cause for celebration. Dr. Robert Chandler did what so very few people on this planet ever have: he
achieved immortality. Bob cannot be with us today, but he is still all around us, no farther away than the nearest
bookshelf. And there, on thousands of pages of books, magazines and journals in public libraries and in private studies
throughout the land, he will live forever, until the end of time.
Brian Dervin Dillon, Ph.D.
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